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certain spot he was advised to go this way rather
than that. In the same spirit he accepted the
guidance of Peel. " Peel," he said to himself, " knows
all about this political question ; I do not, and I am
quite certain that the King does not ; therefore I am
bound to follow Peel's guidance and to do all that I
can to get the King to follow it as well." One thing
the Duke certainly did know all about, and was
satisfied that he did know all about it : he knew per-
fectly well that he could not possibly get on without
Peel, and therefore he implored and he insisted that
Peel must give up all idea of resigning his office and
must not leave him, the Duke, all alone to face in
bewilderment the difficulties of the crisis. He made
it a question of old comradeship, and put it to Peel
not to desert his comrade at a moment of such peril.
Thus adjured, Peel could not possibly press his
resolve, and he therefore consented to stand by the
Duke so long as the Duke would stand by him.
That difficulty at all events was over. Indeed it
became apparent that the idea of prevailing on the
King to invoke the services of Lord Grey was abso-
lutely out of the question. The King detested Lord
Grey. George IV. had been accustomed to Ministers
and to followers who yielded to him and flattered
him and nourished his self-love and his absurd pride
in his own judgment Lord Grey was a cold, stern,
unbending man, who acted only on the dictates of
his reason and his conscience, and into whose mind
it never entered that he was bound to cajole his
Sovereign by any sort of flattery or semblance of
intellectual deference. Indeed it was strongly be-